
Topic Ideas and Resources Available through Fayetteville State University’s Archives  

National History Day  

Theme: “Leadership and Legacy in History” 

Legacy and Leadership: Leary Family of Fayetteville, North Carolina 

o The Leary family has ties within Fayetteville, North Carolina local history 

including education, practicing law, and owning a family business.  Also 

this family is noted for several members participating in John Brown’s raid 

on Harpers Ferry.  

 John S. Leary- Lawyer, professor, politician 

 Matthew N. Leary- Business man (father) 

 Lewis Sheridan Leary- fought at John Brown raid at Harpers Ferry 

(brother) 

Primary Resources: 

 Charlotte Observer 

 Fayetteville Observer 

 New York Public Library Digital Collections 

 Leary Love Family Papers. J. Murrey Atkins Library Special Collections, 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 

http://specialcollections.uncc.edu/manuscript/ms0339 

Secondary Resources: 

 Howard, Victor B. “John Brown’s Raid at Harper’s Ferry and the Sectional Crisis   

in North Carolina.” North Carolina Historical Review vol. 55 (October 1978): 396-

420. 

 

 Simmons, William J. Men of Mark: Eminent, Progressive, and Rising. New York, 

N.Y.: Arno Press, 1968.  

o E185.96 S45 1968 (Charles W. Chesnutt Library Main stacks and 

Archives) 

o http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/simmons/menu.html 

 

 Whitted, Fred. Fayetteville, North Carolina. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 

2000. 

o F264. F28 W54 2000 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Main Stacks and 

Archives) 

 

 Biography: John S. Leary by Dr. M. L. Perry (Cumberland County Public Library 

Headquarters- Local and State History) 

Online Resources: 

http://specialcollections.uncc.edu/manuscript/ms0339
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/simmons/menu.html


 Lewis Leary, North Carolina Highway Historical Marker Program, 

http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=I-88 

 North Carolina Civil War Sesquicentennial, Tar Heels at Harpers Ferry, October 

16-18, 1859 http://www.nccivilwar150.com/history/john-brown-nc.htm 

Fayetteville State University topic ideas: 

 North Carolina and the Makings of Fayetteville State University 

 From Gillespie Street to Murchison Road 

 Howard School to Fayetteville State University 

 Principles, Presidents, and Chancellors of Fayetteville State University 

o James Ward Seabrook, Ezekiel Ezra Smith, Charles W. Chesnutt, 

Rudolph Jones 

 African American Education in Fayetteville 

 

Primary Resources: 

 Charlotte Observer 

 Fayetteville Observer 

 Photographs of Charles W. Chesnutt Archives 

Secondary Resources: 

 Brown, Hugh Victor. A History of the Education of Negroes in North Carolina. 

Raleigh, N.C.: Irving Swain Press, 1961. 

o LC2802. N8 B7 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Brown, Hugh Victor. E-Quality Education in North Carolina Among Negroes. 

Raleigh, N.C.: Irving Swain Press, 1964. 

o LC2802. N8 B7 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Cooke, Dennis H. The White Superintendent and the Negro Schools in North 

Carolina, Ph. D. Thesis, George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, TN, 

1930. 

o LC2802. N8 C6 1930 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Flusche, Michael. “On The Color Line: Charles Waddell Chesnutt.” The North 

Carolina Historical Review vol. 53, No. 1, (January 1976): 1-24. 

 

 Gibson, Gertha Smith. James Ward Seabrook: An Educational Leader in the 

Black Community. Chapel Hill PhD Thesis, University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill, 1987 

o LA2317.S42 G52 1987 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=I-88
http://www.nccivilwar150.com/history/john-brown-nc.htm


 Huddle, Mark Andrew. “To Educate a Race: The Making of the First State 

Colored Normal School, Fayetteville, North Carolina, 1865-1877.” North Carolina 

Historical Review, Vol 74, Issue 2, (April 1997): 135-160. 

o ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library, 2nd floor Periodicals) 

 

 Jones, Mildred P. History of Fayetteville State College. 1st ed. Fayetteville, N.C.: 

Fayetteville State College Press, 1969. 

o LC2851. F42 J66 1969 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Lutz, Catherine. Homefront: A Military City and the American Twentieth Century. 

Boston: Beacon Press, 2001. 

o F264.F28 L882001 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Newbold, Nathan Clark. Five North Carolina Negro Educators. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1939. 

o LC2802. N8 N4 ( Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives) 

 

 Thigpen, Nettie. “From the Howard School to Fayetteville State College: The 

Early Years, 1876-1930.” Charles W. Chesnutt Library Archives, 1977. 

o Shared drive/Archives& Special Collections-Howard School History 

 

 Whitted, Fred. Fayetteville Profiled in Black: The History of Blacks in Fayetteville 

and Cumberland County, 2000. 

o F264. F28 W54 2010 (Charles W. Chesnutt Library Reference and 

Archives) 

 

 Whitted, Fred. Fayetteville, North Carolina. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 

2000. 

o F264. F28 W54 2000 (Charles W. Chesnutt Library Main Stacks and 

Archives) 
 

Online Resources: 

 NCpedia.org 

 


